REGILDING THE CRESCENT
equally formidable   inside   and  outside.     The
question of finance alone is a serious one, yet it
should not prove insuperable to the owners of a
province like Anatolia.    Far greater difficulty
lies in the pacification of outlying provinces and
of subjects  nearer  the heart   of  the  Empire.
Macedonia must be conciliated and the Yemen
settled.   The language question is a pressing one
from Albania to Arabia.   The dreaming millions
of Macedonia resent the Constitution because,
by removing an old grievance, it has created a
new one.   The fanatical hordes of Asiatic Turkey
regard it with suspicion as a conspiracy of the
Giaours against Islam and the law of Sherfat.
The internal problems of the future include all
these and more: the reform of the army, with
the   possible   extension  of compulsory service
to non-Mohammedans, the  checking of a too
exuberant press, the education of all classes, from
pacha to peasant, the emancipation of woman
from a condition  of bondage no longer com-
patible  with the new-born   ambitions   of  the
nation, and other reforms, less pressing perhaps,
but not to be indefinitely shelved.   On the other
side of the frontier,  there  is  the  importance
of maintaining friendly relations not only with
the Great Powers, but also with smaller neigh-
bours, since a period of peace is indispensable if
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